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STATELENT ISSUED AFTER EXTRAORDINARY CABINET MEETING 
September 24, 1931. 


(1) The Jepanese Government *es comstently been 
exercising homest endeavors in pursuance of its 
settled policy to foster friendly relations between 
Japan and Chine end to promote the common prosperity 
and well-being of the two ccuntries, Unfortunately, 
tre conduct of cfficiels emi individuels of Cvina, 
for some yeers pest, has been such thet our netional 
sentiment hes frequently been irritated. In particu- 
lar, unpleasamt incidemts *eve teken plece one after 
another in regions of i.amchuria and Mongolia in 
which Japan 1s imterested in especial degree until 
an impression hes gained streggth in the mimis of 
the Jepanese people tat Japan s fair and friemily 
attitude is not being reciprocated by Chima in like 
spirit. Amidst en etmosprere of perturbation and 
anxiety thus creeted a detachmemt of Chinese trcops 
destroyed trecks of the South } anchurian Railway 
in the vicinity of Mukden and attacked our railwey 
guarcs at midnight of September 18th. A clesh 
between Jepamese and Chinese troops tren took place, 

(2) The situetion became criticel es the number 
of Jépanese guards stetiomed elong tre entire rail- 
wey did mt tren exceed ten thousamd four hundred 
while there were in juxteposition some two hundred 
twenty thousend Crimese soldiers, hioreover, 
vundreds of thousamis of Jcepemese residents were 
placed in jeoperdy. In order to forestall immin= 
ent disaster the Japanese ermy hed to ect swiftly. 
The Chimese soldiers, gerrisoned in neighboring 
locelities, were disermed end te duty of meintain- 
ing peece and order wes left in.t*e hends of the 
local Chinese organizetions under the supervision 
of the Japanese troops. 

(3) These measures -avimg been taken, our 
soldiers were mostly wit*drawn within the reilwey 
zome. Tere still remain some detechments in 
Mukden amd Kirin eng, number of men in e few 
other places, Buti" ™~ does ¢ stete of militery 
occupetion as such exist. Reports that Japanese 
authorities have seized customs or salt gabelle 
office at Yimgkou or that they have taken control of 
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Chinese reilvsys betvecn Supingkei end C*engchictun 
er bet’ cen Ilukcen end Sim intun rre entircly untrue, 
nor “cs tre story of our troops *rving ever been 
sent north of Chengchun or into Chicntro eny 
foun’rtion in fret. 

(4) The Jepere sc Goverm cnt ob c specicl ecbinct 
receting Beptc: ber 19th took cecision thct cll possible 
cfforts s*oulc be mece to prevent crgrevetion of te 
siturction enc instructions t» t*ct effect were 
given to t*e co:rm-cncer of tte iicnc*uricn gerrison. 

It is true t*rt c ceteehnent wee cesprtcec frei: 
Chengce*un to Kirin Septenber 21st, but it wes not 

wit’ ¢ vie to ;rilitery occuprtion but only for t*e 
purpése of rcnoving t*e renece of te South licnc*urien 
Re ilwey on Tlcnk. 4.5 soon cs tet objcct “cs been 

ett: ince t*e bulk of our ccteehcnt vill be vwit*crewn. 
It rey be ecece tet ~*dle a rixed brigece of four 
thoussn’ 1rcn wes sent from Korer to join the 
Mene*urien ge: rrison thc totel nunbcr of ren in tre 
gerrison ct tre present still rercins wit*in tre 

linit sct by t*e treety enc thet fret crnnot 

therefore be regercec es *eving in eny wey eccec to tre 
seriousness of tc interne ions] situction. 

(5) Iticy be superfluous to rcpcet treat tre 
Jepencse Government *rrbors no teriitoricl designs 
in ienchuric. Wet we desire is thet Jepenese 
subjccts s*ell te encblec to stfely cngecge in 
verious perceful pursuits cnc be ¢iven en opportunity 
for prrticinpeting in the cevelopnent of thet lenc 
by ;eens of cepitsl cnc lebor. It is the proper cuty 
of c goverm cnt to protcct tre rights sn intercsts 
icgiti: :tely enjoycd by the nection or incivicuels. 

Tee cncervors of tre J. prnese Governent to ruerc tre 
Sout’ iine*urien Reilwey cerinst wenton ctt:cks wovld 
be viewed in no ot’er lig*t. Te Jcprnese Govern cnt, 
truc to cstrblishc policy, is prepercc to cooperrte 
with te Chinese Governr-ent in orcer to prevént t*e 
prescnt incident fror. ¢c¥cloping into ¢ cisestrous 
situction betwecn tc two countries end to vork out 
sucr constructive plens es will once for ell errcicrte 
ceused for future friction. The Jcepsnesc Govern: nt 
would be rore tten eretified if the present cifficulty 
could be broug*t to e solution wich :i11 five e¢ new 
tarn to :utuel reletions of t*e two countrics. 
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The Ambessedor in Jepen (Forbes) to the Sccretrry of Strte 


(Pare phre se) 


TOLYO, Noveniber 24, 1931-10 pr. 
(Received November 24-11:45 acr:.) 


234. Wish reference to the telegrrms of te Reprrtnent. 
At 6 o'clock this cvcning I conveyed the purport of your 
mcessrgcs to Brron Shidc*rr:, 
Minister wes wholly soncilt 
& Pren 


the stetercn: tat t* 


heve been issuea to thet efic The clausc in the dreft 
proribiting »ostiiitics he egrees to, tut is insistent 
thet Jepenesc citizens nust be protected by Jepencse 
troops egeinst mareuding bendits wich infest the 
country. In t*is respct tke situation is cxtrenely 
difficult as t*cse r.en who are actuelly members of 
merauding bands clein to be soldicrs onc dey end eppeer 
in citizens clothcs tre ncxt. Tere will he no objection 
on the pert of Jepen, he strtes, if hostilities were 
Gefined es onerations between netional ermics. Tre exact 
wording I heve not uncerteken to auotc. Thc retention 
of troops et Tsitsiver he sxetes hrs no politicrl 
Significcnce; cnd its purpose is purely for picking up 
the decd, collcating tre frostbitten rnd wounded, end 
effccting evrcurtion. With thc thernorcter 30 degrecs 
below zcro, troops sve operrtcc over en cxtendcen cree 
with grect suffering. The necessity for collection :nd 
cering for the sufferers-r metter of crys-1s the rerson 
for tre delzy; wen pressed he could not sive ne the 
nu::ber of cdzeys but scys “e is clso in complete cgreement 
with the officers of the Wer Dep: rtrent in the policy of 
this cvecuetion; he clains thrt the fig+ting reported in 
progress todcy is not near Chinctow end is nerely to 
drive off « force of hencits, not cxcecding 2,008, 
threcz.tening to cut the South Menchurien Reilwcry. 
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THE AMBASSADOR IN JAPAN ( FORBES) TO THE SECROTARY OF STATE 
Paraphrase) 
TOKYO, December 22, 1931--2 p.m 
(Received December 22--5:1,3 &.M.) 


273. Saturday after Inukai called at the Embassy and I quoted the words 
of an observer who had told me that in Manchuria Japan was creating a 
situation which was fraught with the certainty of future war, for with the 
alienation of Manchurian sovereignty China would not rest a gun. I was 
assured by Inukai that never would Japan allow such a situation to arise 
and never would Chinese sovereignty be sired, He reiterated that Japan 
merely desired the protection of Japanese persons and interests, and 
expressed the expectation that with the restoration of order and improvement 
in the means of transportation in Manchuria there would be greatly increased 
influx of Chinese inhabitants, 

In the meantime, active preparations are continuing for further 
operations in Manchuria where a free hand seems to have been given to the 
military, 


FORBES 


